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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
“COMPETITIVENESS AND EMPLOYMENT“

(international and national perspectives)
October 24th and 25th 2007, Becici, Montenegro
Opening speech of Mr. Predrag Mitrovic, MEF President
Ladies, and gentlemen, dear guests, 

Let me greet all on behalf of Montenegrin Employers Federation, in particular Mr. Eric Oechlin, IOE Adviser for Europe and Mr. Zoran Vukcevic, NASME Director, and ladies Ms Nada Medenica, Deputy Minister for economic development, Ms Anne Knowles, ILO expert for employers activities, and Ms Margo Thomas, Senior Operations Manager of the World Bank, as well as representatives of regional employers organizations, employers – MEF members and media representatives. 
At the very beginning, I would like to emphasize that it presents me a great honor to welcome all of you on behalf of MEF for your participation on this event as well as for your staying in the youngest European state which concluded last week an Agreement on stabilization and EU accession.  
It is my pleasure that we here in Montenegro talk about competitiveness and employment in our countries, exchange experiences with representatives of international institutions, and then present the conclusions that will help in creation of quality economic ambience, enable development of all participants in business and improve employment generation. For sure, thus we shall help creation of environment that will be attractive for enter of new investments in SE region. 

All countries the employers organizations come from are CEFTA countries. On the other hand, MEF has signed agreements on cooperation with all these employers’ organizations. 
Natural connection between employers and entrepreneurs of this region oblige us to pay more attention to enforcement of current economic relations, as well as development of our competitive advantages and employment generation. At the moment our countries become part of EU family, we shall be closer to each others. In meantime, there is a road we need to pass, and which implies new rules. Together with quality harmonization of European legislation and its practical application, what stands as our common priority, is work on enforcement of quality of our products and services, help to development of current enterprises, as well as support to overall national economies. 
The main interest of employers if profit generation, and the profit itself presents the main driving force of development in every country. The whole world is becoming the global village in which the pressure of competitiveness is growing, in which SE region presents the small household that can be an example of quality economization and successful host. Thus, I believe that presentations that we are going to hear at the Conference, experiences that we shall exchange, conclusions that we shall bring and apply in practice, will considerably help development of our economies and progress of every individual in the society. 
Dear participants, with gratitude on your participation, I would like to call you to take active participation in the planned discussions and thus contribute to work of our Conference. 
Once more, welcome to Montenegro. 

